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himself to be a critic and philosopher; it was the light of Montesquieu and Mably that guided Robertson in his political speculations ; Quesnay's lamp that kindled the lamp of Adam Smith. Hume .was too rich a man to borrow; and perhaps he reacted on the French more than he was acted on by them: but neither had he aught to do with Scotland; Edinburgh, equally with La Flechc, was but the lodging and laboratory, in which he not so much morally lived, as metaphysically investigated. - Never, perhaps, was there a class of writers so clear and well-ordered, yet so totally destitute, to all appearance, of any patriotic affection, nay of any human affection whatever. The French wits of the period were as unpatriotic: but their general deficiency in moral principle, not to say their avowed sensuality and unbelief in all virtue, strictly so called, render this accountable enough. We hope, there is a patriotism founded on something better than prejudice; that our country may be dear to us, without injury to our philosophy; that in loving and justly prizing all other lands, we may prize justly, and yet love before all others, our own stern Motherland, and the venerable Structure of social and moral Life, which Mind has through long ages been building up for us there. Surely there is nourishment for the better part of man's hearten all this: surely the roots, that have iixed themselves m/ the very core of man's being, may be so cultivated as to gro v up
not into briers, but into roses, in the field of his life! Scottish sages have no such propensities: the field of
Our ;heir
life shows neither briers nor roses ; but only a flat, contiguous thrashing-floor for Logic, whereon all questions, from the
4 Doctrine of Kent' to the * Natural History
thrashed and sifted with the same mechanical impartiahf^I-
With Sir Walter Scott at the head of our literature, it
cannot be denied that much of this evil is past, or rapidly